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tranquillity and bliss must that mind possess, whose oppres-
sors and tyrants lie vanquished and expiring; which has re-
gained its health and liberty; is independent of the world,
and conscious of the peculiar care of the Almighty; where
no seditious desire shows itself, and the inferior powers are all
harmonious and obedient; where every tumult is laid, and
hope and love, candour, sincerity, fortitude, temperance,
benignity, piety, and the whole train of heavenly virtues and
graces, shed their influence, and have taken up their resi-
dence i What beauty', or what glory like that of such a mind ?
How well has it been compared to a well-regulated and
happy State, victorious over every enemy; secure from every
invasion and insult; the seat of liberty, righteousness, and
peace; where every member keeps his proper station, and
faithfully performs his proper duty; where faction and dis-
cord never appear; order, tranquillity, and harmony and love
prevail, and all unite m cheerful submission to one wise and
good legislature! Is there anything that deserves our am-
bition, besides acquiring such a mind ? in what else can the
true blessedness and perfection of man consist? with what
contempt^ as well as pity, must we think of those who prefer
shadows and tinsel to this first and highest good; who take
great care of the order of their dress^ their houses or lands^
while they suffer their minds to lie waste; and anxiously
study and pursue external elegance, but study not to make
themselves amiable, to cultivate inward order, or to acquire a
regular and happy state of the heart and affections1!'

This is a fair vision, of which Plato himself might have
been the Seer. It leaves us with only one misgiving, whether
its realisation is committed to an adequate power. Can
Reason, which completes its function in seeing things as
they are, transform them into what they had better be?
Can its stately and placid neutrality command that wild
inward world, and, like Neptute's head emerging from the
deep, silence the winds and allay the waves by the look of
an eye? As well might you commission an academy of
1 Review of Morals, pp. 400-402.